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Rubric: Policy Analysis Paper Due: April 25

Ttem Points Points
Possible | Earned

The Causes, Scope and Implications of the Problem. What are the causes of (or

socioeconomic, psychological, political and cultural factors influencing) the problem.

How serious is the problem? What are the characteristics of the population most 25

affected by the problem? Illustrate the extent of the problem using statistics or case
examples. (A brief description or the historical background of the
problem/program/policy may be provided).

Description and Analysis of Policies Programs. What are the current federal/state
polices/programs that deal with this problem? What is their (political, social, and/or
economic) rationale? Are they meeting the needs of the population group(s) most
affected by the problem? That is how well do they work? Have they been implemented
as planned? Are they cost-effective? What are anticipated versus unanticipated results?
Strengths and weaknesses.

30

Conclusion and Policy Recommendations. Based on your analysis and critique, state
needed improvement in current policies and programs if you found them inadequate:
‘What goals should be set to improve things? What policy strategies can achieve these
goals?Who should take responsibility for improving things? What cost might be involved
in your proposed strategy? Are they justified by the benefits to be realized? Are your
recommendations implementable? What might go wrong with your solutions?

30

References (10) (proper use of APA style): APA style. (Article and books listed should be
those that are actually cited in the paper). Popular magazines, tabloids, and books that
are not of academic nature must not be used as reference source. Newspaper articles
maybe cited only when the subject is brand new and academic research bases
reference materials are nonexistent. Sources from the Internet may be cited (with
proper citation, of course) when they are of academic and research -base nature. You
are strongly encouraged to use the U.S. government publications available on the
Internet. In some cases, the most recent government publications are available only
through the Internet. (See attached list of on-line resources).
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